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Message From The Chairman

We didn’t cancel the game with Messi...

A Jerusalem Shabbat

More than 22 places throughout the world marked the Shabbat

before Yom Yerushalayim with a special event that connected

Shabbat and Israel’s capital, Jerusalem. This year, the Department

decided to make this special connection between Shabbat and

Jerusalem - a connection that managed to present the familiar

program in a new format. The Department also wrote a special

prayer for the peace of Jerusalem, which was said in Manhattan

(in collaboration with the AZM), Brussels, Chaco, Bahia Blanca,

Mendoza (provinces in Argentina), Budapest, Warsaw,

Johannesburg, San Francisco, Montevideo, Guayaquil (in Ecuador),

Panama, and many other places throughout the world.

From the past to the future

Another group of “Leadership with an Eye to the Future” began its

activity under the auspices of the Diaspora Activities Department,

together with the educational staff and activists of Habonim Dror

throughout the world. They began their trip in Kiev, Ukraine,

where they met the Jewish community and its history, ending

with a moving ceremony in Babi Yar (see photo). They

continued to the tomb of Rabbi Nachman of Uman, a pilgrimage

site that is a unique social phenomenon, and Odessa, a city

that attracted Zionist leaders at the beginning of the last

century, including Zeev Jabotinsky, Ahad HaAm, Chaim Nachman

Bialik and many others. The trip gave a glimpse of the Zionist

past, and led to a deep process of reflection about the work of

the movement today and in the future, and about Israeli society

and the Jewish people!

Shalom and greetings,

The national holidays, Yom HaAtzmaut and Yom

Yerushalayim, formed the focus of the departments’

activities in Israel and worldwide, as reported in this

newsletter.

Following the fires and the damage to property in the

Gaza border zone settlements, we decided to carry out

an Executive tour to identify with and support the

residents. The tour took place in Sderot, with Mayor Alon

Davidi, in the Nir Am area of the burned fields, Zikkim,

and Yad Mordechai with Hof Ashkelon council head Mr.

Yair Farjun and members of the kibbutz.

Our mochileros, the Department’s

emissaries in small communities

in Latin America, found

themselves at the center of a

storm when the soccer match

between Israel and Argentina,

with Lionel Messi, was

cancelled. The shlichim had to

cope with the frustration and

anger of children and community

members and took the opportunity

to carry out a discussion for the

adults and sports and creative

activity for the children. We turned

the lemons to lemonade!

The tour was moving and aroused admiration for the

residents’ stand in the face of terrorism and their courageous

adherence to everyday life.

The City of Training Bases senior commanding staff visited

the Herzl Center and the Zionist Archive after mutual

relations were formed between us after the 120 Years of

Zionism exhibition was installed as a permanent exhibition in

the educational center in the City of Training Bases. An

agreement was reached on the visit of hundreds of soldiers

to the Herzl Center and collaboration in WZO programs.

Avraham Duvdevani (Duvduv)

Chairman of the Executive, World Zionist Organization

Department for Diaspora Activities



Zionist Enterprises Department

Leadership course for teens from the Ethiopian
community
The Zionist Enterprises Department works in a number of fields to

strengthen the Ethiopian community in Israel. The Department runs

a year-long leadership course for teens where boys and girls

take part in activities, workshops and tours on the

community’s pioneering Zionist story, Israeli society, and

ways of creating social change, and are encouraged to choose

to do Shnat Sherut and significant service in the IDF.

In May the course’s participants visited Jerusalem for a day on

Zionist history. They visited the central Zionist archives and saw

fascinating exhibits on Yona Bogale, a Zionist leader and the

manager of the Beta Yisrael educational network in Ethiopia, Herzl

and other Zionist leaders. They also visited the Herzl Center,

attended a play about the lives and activities of the leaders of the

Zionist movement, and visited the memorial to the Ethiopian Jews

who died on their way to Israel.

Ben Gurion University staff visit Mt. Herzl
In recent months the Herzl Center has hosted many groups and

special events, in which we try to tell the story of Herzl in an

interesting and experiential way.

One such event was the visit of 250 Ben Gurion staff

members and their families, who spent a special Zionist

morning in the center and at Mount Herzl. The group visited the

Herzl Museum, toured the mountain in his footsteps and with the

help of actors, were treated to a visit to Golda’s kitchen and with

Zeev Jabotinsky. The participants ended with a Zionist bingo

game and photo-op on ‘Herzl’s balcony.’

Back to the Declaration of Independence
To mark Israel’s 70th anniversary celebrations, the Zionist

Enterprises Department runs the ‘Back to the Declaration of

Independence’ program. The Declaration of Independence is the

founding document of the core values of Israeli society. In this

program thousands of students have already taken part in

workshops in which they learn about the main points of the

declaration and discuss the reality of Israeli society today. The

program is ongoing and will give many more students the

opportunity to learn about these important topics.

The Austrian Chancellor and Minister of 

Education visit the Herzl Center

On June 10 the Herzl Museum hosted the Austrian Chancellor

and Minister of Education as part of a state visit to Israel,

accompanied by a delegation of more than seventy people.

The Austrians asked to visit the Herzl Museum as they see

Herzl as a world figure representing Viennese culture.

The delegation watched the audiovisual show and heard

explanations about the educational work in the Herzl Center.

The Chancellor placed a wreath on the grave of Shimon Peres.

This is only one of many visits of VIPs and influential groups

from throughout the world in general and the Jewish world in

particular, during which we show that Herzl and his vision are

still relevant for our times.

The Herzl Center



Education Department

Masorti Olami

World Noam volunteers visit Uganda

World Noam sent three volunteers, graduates of Noam

Israel, to the AYA youth group of the Jewish community in

Uganda. AYA is a youth movement identified with World

Noam and the Masorti/Conservative movement. In addition

to training the youth in leadership skills, they spent the two

months of volunteering teaching Hebrew, Israeli culture and

Torah reading tropes.

A Guinness record – largest mezuzah in the

world
The Nueva Congregación Israelita community in Montevideo,

Uruguay established a Guinness record for the number of

people who wrote a mezuzah together. This activity was part of

the “Our mezuzah” campaign that aspired to give a

mezuzah to every family in the community, and connect the

generations in each family. Grandparents, parents and

children wrote mezuzahs together under the guidance of

Sofer Stam Sebastian Greenberg.

More than 100 participants from different Jewish organizations

created a human chain with the sofer stam as they completed

writing the giant mezuzah that was donated to the retirement

home in Montevideo. We are still waiting for official confirmation

of the Guinness record.

Zionist educational initiative in Argentina
The Education Department reached a strategic collaboration agreement with the

management of the Jewish community in Argentina, AMIA, and with the Jewish

Schools’ Presidents organization to strengthen Jewish and Zionist education in the

schools by establishing a forum of principals of Jewish schools, assessing needs and

priorities and making a pact for collaboration between the schools; a visit to Israel of

school principals together with the community’s management and heads of the central

education committee; writing a summarizing memorandum and building a work plan

for the second half of 2018 and the 2019–2020 school year. As part of the program, a

delegation of school principals from Argentina and presidents of organizations

visited Israel on June 14–16. The aim of the meetings was to learn about

training personnel for teaching Jewish subjects; in-service training for teachers;

Judaism and Hebrew in the educational world of the 21st century; Israel in

Jewish school education and work meetings with Israeli school principals. The

Department’s head, Mr. Silvio Joskowicz said in his opening words that “This is

another important stage in building the relationship between the education department

in WZO and the forum of school principals, in structuring a process that will bring

Jewish and Zionist education in Argentina back to the forefront.”

“Israel 70: Building artistic bridges”
Nine leading Israeli museums took part in this special project, including: the Israel

Museum, Museum for Islamic Art, Tower of David and Yad Vashem. The museums

contributed photographs and information about five exhibits from their collections that

represent a connection to Israel’s historical, cultural and artistic narrative and the

exhibits were sent to Jewish schools in the Diaspora. About 6,500 students from 33

elementary and secondary schools in England, Singapore and Seattle, USA, took part

in the project. The students spent many months researching Israeli art and the

historical objects chosen.

The project enabled the students to learn about Jewish history, with emphasis

on the founding of the state, to research and connect to Israel’s cultural, artistic

and historical narratives through a fascinating selection of artworks.

After a year of study and research, the students chose an artwork, and created its

twoor three-dimensional “reinterpretation.” The 25 artworks created by the students

were sent to Israel and are on display at the Babylonian Jewry Heritage Center in Or

Yehudah.



Aliyah Promotion Department

Both quality and quantity
In-depth knowledge of everything related to aliyah is an essential

condition for encouraging aliyah. The Aliyah Promotion Department has

therefore made the worldwide network of Hebrew teaching classes its

flagship project since its founding. Today 235 ulpan classes in which

thousands of Jews study operate with impressive success throughout

the world. Of course not only quantity matters but also quality, and the

Department works tirelessly in the field of professional in-service training

for ulpan teachers. In-service training took place in May in France and

England. A total of 50 teachers took part in the training and studied

intensively about Judaism, Jewish culture and methodics. The

courses were declared a great success and the participants gave

high marks to the work of the senior lecturers from the Hebrew

University.

Department head Marina Rozenberg Koritny took part in the seminar in

England and held many meetings to advance the Department’s work,

including with Israeli’s ambassador to London, Mark Regev, who agreed

to cooperate in the Department’s projects.

The Hebrew ulpanim in France mark the end of a

successful and fascinating year
The beginning of June marked the start of the end of year

celebrations in the Department’s ulpanim in France. Festive

events took place in various cities throughout the country,

including skits, songs, folk dancing, Israeli food and distribution

of diplomas to the graduates and the teachers.

The Department’s head, Marina Rozenberg Koritny, congratulated the

students in the WZO ulpanim in France on their impressive

achievements. She expressed confidence that the coming 2018-2019

academic year will bring with it even more impressive achievements

and that we will soon welcome many of the students of the

Department’s ulpans in Israel.

Center for Orthodox Religious 

Affairs in the Diaspora

Meeting with Lord Rabbi Jonathan Sachs
The religious Zionist forum hosted Lord Rabbi Jonathan

Sachs, former Chief Rabbi of Britain, in the National

Institutions building in Jerusalem, for a meeting on the subject

of Israel and Diaspora Jewry. Members of Zionist religious

organizations active among Diaspora Jewry took part: Bnei

Akiva, Torah MiTzion, Lavi Olami, Yad Avi Hayishuv, Bat Ami,

the Amiel Institute, and World Mizrachi.

The forum’s chair, Rabbi Yechiel Wasserman, head of the

Center for Orthodox Religious Affairs in the Diaspora, greeted

the distinguished guest and said that this topic is very

important today. Rabbi Jonathan Sachs said that we must

carry out an ongoing dialogue with Diaspora Jewry that

will contribute greatly to strengthening the connection

between Diaspora Jewry and their Jewish identity.

Rabbis’ conference in Dusseldorf, Germany
Fifty rabbis from throughout Germany took part in a two-day

conference in Dusseldorf, Germany, held by the Union of

Orthodox Rabbis in Germany in collaboration with the Center

for Orthodox Religious Affairs in the Diaspora. The subject of

the conference was halacha, and advanced technology

and topics related to the development of digital

technology were discussed. The main lecture was given

by Rabbi Menachem Perl, chair of the Zomet Institute of

Science and Technology, who emphasized the

importance of coping with modern development.

Rabbi Avichai Apple, chair of the Union of Orthodox Rabbis,

noted that rabbis cope successfully with halachic, ethical and

moral questions.

Rabbi Yehiel Wasserman, head of the Center for Religious

Affairs in the Diaspora, took part in the conference and

lectured on the subject of “A people that shall dwell alone,” to

mark the 70th anniversary of the founding of the State of

Israel.

Conference of the Union of Orthodox European Rabbis in 
cooperation with WZO



The World Center for Leadership – Mt. Herzl

Jewish Zionist leadership seminar: conducting 
negotiations
At the beginning of May, 2018, 30 members of communities from

Europe and Israel met in the ZWST seminar center for a seminar

on conducting negotiations, in collaboration with ZWST. For the

first time, we brought a delegation of Israelis from Israel (not

Israelis who live abroad) in order to bring the participants from

the Diaspora closer to Israel and deepen their feeling of

belonging to the Jewish people. Moderation and learning in

seminars is experiential and participants are involved and

active in the learning processes, and therefore it is

individually tailored to each person. Marina Rozenberg

Koritny, head of the Aliyah Promotion Department, took part in

the seminar together with the Department’s representative in

London, and contributed her knowledge.

Orayta leadership program
The concluding ceremony of the year-long leadership development

program at Yeshivat Orayta took place on June 3, 2018. The

program graduates, who are continuing their studies at leading

universities in the USA, expressed their commitment to continue

activity for Israel on the campuses.

The ceremony took place on the roof of the yeshiva directly

overlooking the Kotel and was very stirring and inspirational. It

was announced at the ceremony that the program will be

expanded next year and there will be two leadership training

programs at the yeshiva, one in Hebrew and one in English.

After a visit to Yad Vashem, Shlomit Sattler, educational director of

the Herzl Center, led the delegation on a moving tour along the path

leading to Herzl’s tomb, where a ceremony was carried out in honor

of donors in the presence of WZO chair Mr. Avraham Duvdevani,

and Mr. Moshe Preisler. The highlight of the visit was when WZO’s

chair and the donors laid a wreath together on Herzl’s tomb.

From Crisis to Growth
The Settlement Division’s conference in the northern region took

place on the topic of From Crisis To Growth. Council heads,

demographic growth managers in the councils, settlement

secretaries, Settlement Division employees and many other

partners met at Beit Gabriel on the shores of the Kinneret for an

entire day of study, empowerment and connecting. It is immensely

important to occasionally take a break from everyday activity

in order to learn from one another, recharge our batteries,

receive inspiration and look with satisfaction at the fruits of

our hard work.

We said goodbye to employees of the northern region of the

Settlement Division who are retiring and we wished them success!

Tour of the south for the comptroller of the

National Institutions, Mr. Steven Stav, and his team
We set out on the tour from the meeting point at Yad Mordechai

where a brief survey of the area was given by regional manager,

Itzik Bar. We toured the Netiv HaAsara settlements where the

proximity to the border was presented and a review was given of

the Settlement Division’s infrastructure rehabilitation project. We

continued to the new settlement of Shlomit and ended at Kibbutz

Kerem Shalom, where an assessment was given of the change

that the kibbutz is undergoing, the new families, and the renovation

of houses that will be carried out by the Division.

In the summing-up of the meeting, the Division’s work in the

Gaza border region was praised and we are sure that

collaboration will continue after understanding the depth of

the work on the ground.

Settlement Division



Department For  Israel  and Countering Antisemitism

Zionism and Heritage Quiz

The ‘Zionism and Heritage Quiz for families’ took place for the 5th

year running at the initiative of the Department for Israel and in

collaboration with the Ministry for Jerusalem and Heritage. This

is a unique project in which families from Israel and the Diaspora

compete on topics of Zionism and Jewish heritage.

An audience of about 1,000 participants gathered to watch the final of

the Zionism and heritage quiz for families, broadcast on Yom

HaAtzmaut on Channel 10, in which 10 families competed in different

family combinations. The questions were about Israel’s 70th

anniversary, Israel’s wars, songs, places and stories that have

accompanied the state for the seventy years of its existence. The

Rosenberg family from Rehovot won the final. The prize was a flight

and tour on the subject of Herzl’s Zionist activity in Europe.

The final was attended by the Minister of Environmental Protection,

Jerusalem and Heritage, MK Ze’ev Elkin, the deputy chair of the World

Zionist Organization, Yaakov Haguel, the chair of the Zionist council,

Yigal Bibi, public figures, and mayors and council heads.

Event in honor of Ms. Margalit Zinati

The Department organized a special event for Ms. Margalit Zinati, in

honor of her being chosen to light a torch in the main ceremony on

Mount Herzl during Israel’s 70th anniversary celebrations. Margalit

Zinati, the last Jewish woman in Peki’in, has devoted her life to

looking after the Peki’in synagogue and passing on her heritage

to future generations. She is the symbol of the intergenerational

connection, of genuine old and new Zionism, and of the need to

continue to teach the younger generation and guide them on their

path in Israel.

The Department for Israel by means of the Zionist Council in Israel

runs Beit Zinati in Peki’in, one of the most important heritage sites in

Jewish history. Beit Zinati tells the story of a community of Jews who

did not go into exile and the story of the Zinati family, who lived within

a multicultural fabric that still exists in this ancient village until today.

Restoring the Declaration of Independence

On the occasion of Israel’s 70th anniversary celebrations, the

World Zionist Organization and the Ministry for Jerusalem and

Heritage re-enacted the declaration of independence ceremony

that took place on May 14, 1948 in Tel Aviv. This was a flagship

project of the Ministry for Jerusalem and Heritage and WZO to mark

the 70th anniversary. As part of the joint project with the Ministry for

Heritage the Zionist Council in Israel also organized mass celebrations

on Rothschild Street in Tel Aviv on Yom HaAtzmaut. The entire street

was closed, decorated with flags and giant screens and stages were

erected.

The World Union for Progressive Judaism

Netzer Year Seminar

During May Netzer year participants traveled to Haifa (under the

auspices of World Netzer and the World Union of Progressive

Judaism) for a seminar on the subject of a life of fulfillment and

community.

During the seminar they learned about the Zionist and Jewish

values that lead the movement in everyday life, whether and how

we need to be critical about our society today, and how they can

act for a better society in Israel and in their communities in the

world.

They also met with different hagshama groups such as the

Hehalutz movement. and visited various organizations that work in

the city for Tikkun Olam and a better Israel such as “Robin Food.”



Zionist Executive representatives report from the field

The Executive’s representative in Latin America, Itamar Sternberg

The Executive’s representative in France,

Moshe Cohen

The Executive’s representative in Britain, Yitzhak Zonenshein

The Executive’s representative in North America, Esther Saruk

On May 13 a festive mass celebration took place in

Brussels, Belgium to mark Israel’s 70th anniversary and

Yom Yerushalayim, which fell on the same day.

3,000 members of the community attended. During the entire

day the participants enjoyed lectures by Israeli lecturers, shows,

folk dancing, stalls, including the stall of the Aliyah Promotion

Department. Important members of the community attended as

did the Israeli ambassador in Belgium. The guest of honor from

Israel was Yaakov Haguel, deputy chair of WZO.

The day concluded with Israeli singer Matti Caspi who came

especially from Israel.

This year a WZO and AZM float took part in the Salute to Israel

Parade that takes place every year in New York. WZO deputy

chair Mr. Yaakov Haguel, Education Department head Silvio

Joskowicz, Rafael Cohen and WZO shlichim from the area took

part, and so did the heads of AZM, Richard Heideman and Herbert

Bloch, and the representatives of Jewish organizations who

connected to our lively, proud float. From the parade the WZO

representatives continued to the reception in Times Square with the

Israeli consulate, Minister of Culture, Knesset members, the consul

general and representatives of community organizations. Impressive

promotional videos were screened on giant screens and hundreds

took part in dance performances on the central stage.

London has long been a center for the activity of anti-Israel

organizations. Terror organizations and BDS demonstrate regularly in the

city and against specific Jewish events. The WZO delegation in London

initiated the concentration of the Jewish organizations and supporters

of Israel under one roof in order to enable quick and effective

action. Within 20–30 minutes, we are able to organize a respectable

counter-demonstration. We also convene brainstorming sessions for

effective thinking that will provide answers that are both friendly to an

English audience and the media, and also significant as a reaction to a

hostile event. This activity serves as an appropriate deterrent for hate

activity against the Jewish public. As our activity throughout the UK has

grown, so has collaboration with additional cities and campuses.

“Mega Israel 70 – because we are a people

with a state that has a people that celebrates

its independence”

More than 4,000 participants from more than 25

communities took part in the independence

celebrations initiated and led by the delegation in

Latin America in collaboration with the Sports

Club federation with sports contests, folk

dances, yoga, performances and discussion

of Zionism and mutual commitment between

Israel and Jewish communities

worldwide. The event took place in the HaKoach

club in Buenos Aires.


