Zionist Supreme Court File No. 01/98

World Confederation of United Zionists
Represented by Adv. Yoram Aran and Bros.

13 Hillel St. Jerusalem
The Plaintiff

Versus

Department for Zionist Activities in Israel and the Diaspora
World Zionist Organization
Represented by Adv. Fern Braniss
48 King George St. Jerusalem
The Defendant

Joining the defense with the consent of the Court:

New Faction - Arzenu, Hanoar Hatzioni, Shinui
World Union of Progressive Judaism

Mercaz Olami

World Council of Synagogues

Howh e

Judgement

According to Article 26(4) of the Constitution, as amended in October
1994, the power to grant a special status to Hadassah is in the hands of

the Zionist General Council, upon the recommendation of the Zionist
Executive.

According to Appendix A of the petition, the Zionist Executive, on 8
December 1997, decided to grant Hadassah special status, as detailed in
paragraphs 14- of the same decision. However, the Zionist Executive left
open the matter of Hadassah’s ability to join another faction and transferred
the question to the Zionist General Council. The Zionist General Council
convened on 22 December 1997 and approved the above-mentioned four
paragraphs transferred from the Zionist Executive. There can be no doubt,
upon examining the taped proceedings of the session of the Zionist General
Council, that the Zionist General Council left the question of the ability of
Hadassah to join another faction for further discussion in the future and
made no decision in this regard.



Following this, the Zionist General Council did not meet again to discuss
this matter, and in essence up to today, no discussion on this question has
taken place and no decision has been made by the Zionist General Council
on the matter.

We are of the opinion that, according to Article 26(4) of the Constitution, at
this stage only the Zionist General Council is competent to decide on this
matter and not the Court.

By applying to the Zionist Supreme Court, the plaintiff has bypassed the
Zionist General Council, which, in our opinion, is not proper.

We therefore decide that the matter should be raised, first, at the next
session of the Zionist General Council, and as a result of the decision taken
by the Zionist General Council, each side maintains ail the rights granted
by the Constitution.

Judgement delivered in the presence of the sides and their representatives
on 10 February 1999
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Gabriel Bach Felix Landau Dr. Eliahu Winograd
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