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Held at Bet WIZO, Tel Aviv

File No 05/01

The Bench: Dr Moshe Bejski - Judge (retired), President of the Court
Mrs Shoshana Berman - Judge (retired), Member
Prof Nili Cohen - Member

In the Matter: The appeal of the "Bnai Zion" Foundation, U.S.A.

Against

The decision of the Area Elections Committee, U.S.A.
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Mr Kalman Sultanik

Mr Mel Parness (via conference call)
Adv Raymond Patt (via conference call)

Present on behalf of the Defendants:

Mr Moshe Kagan

Adv Martin Adelman (via conference call)
Mrs Karen Rubinstein (via conference call)

Also Present:

Adv Fern Braniss, the legal advisor to the Zionist Executive

Adv Miguel Fruchter, Secretary of the Zionist Supreme Court

Mrs Paula Edelstein, Member of the Zionist Executive

Mr Eli Eyal, Member of the Zionist Executive

Rabbi Joseph Wernick, Director-General, World Conservative Movement
Mr Rami Kornblum, Director-General, Department for Zionist Activities



DECISION

The decision of the U.S. Area Elections Committee, as well as the appeal that was
presented to us by the Bnai Zion-Confederation organization in the same country
cause complex and complicated legal questions, starting with the decision of the
Zionist General Council (as authorized by the Zionist Congress) to award special
status to the Hadassah Organization in the U.S.A., up to the fact that Hadassah
withdrew from the American Zionist Organization, and up to the inclusion of hames
of central members who have been, and perhaps still are, active members of
Hadassah in the lists of Bnai Zion. These are not the sole legal and interpretive
disputes as were raised by the sides in their reasoning, both in writing and verbally.

From the outset of the discussions today, the court was not certain that it had within
its powers to solve all of these problems, especially as with time they deepened and
led anyway to disturbances in the Zionist activities in this large country.

In the light of this, the court saw as correct in its view to determine and try to bridge
the differences of opinion without solving them through judicial means with one sole
goal: to attempt to come to an agreement which would allow the continuation of
Zionist activity in these important movements in this country, without victors or
losers, whilst stressing that such an agreement will not be considered nor used as a
precedent for the interpretation of the Constitution and decisions that were passed
accordingly.

This is the Suggestion the Court Presented to the Sides:

The full list presented by Bnai Zion for candidates to elect delegates to the 34th
Zionist Congress is to be modified and from the six names of members who were
identified in the past with the Hadassah Organization and were included this time in
Bnai Zion's list, three names will stay at the head of the list (those which appear to
have a chance of being elected as delegates) and that the three remaining to be
transferred towards the end of the list, or at its closure. This does not effect the
requirement for each list to include at least one quarter from members of the young
generation.



The sides and their representatives agreed to this suggestion, and further expressed
their desire and purpose not to cause further misunderstandings in order to allow the
continuation of orderly activities for the sake of the Zionist movement.

The court does not comment on the decision of the Zionist General Council (as
authorized by the Zionist Congress) to award special status to the delegation of
Hadassah to the Congress and the ramifications that thus arose.

The court shows its appreciation and thanks to the sides who found the means to rise
above the conflicts with the expectations and hope that the understanding that was
found will allow the continuation of joint Zionist action. The court thanks the parties
for this and congratulates the representatives for this result.

We hope and expect that this arrangement will bring, with the passing of time, to
close cooperation of ail the elements of American Zionism, in particular the Hadassah
Organization, and praise that with time this Organization will return to the American
Zionist Movement.

We have noted the reservations of Mr Sultanik on behalf of the appellants that he is
not authorized to commit in the name of the Hadassah Organization in this matter;
we return and stress that there is nothing more in this document than that which has
been said.

This decision has been read in front of the parties and, following its printing, will be
sent to their addresses.

Announced today in the presence of the undersigned

Today 23 December, 2001.

(signed) (signed) (signed)
Judge Moshe Bejsky Judge Shoshana Berman Judge Nili Cohen
President of the Court Member Member



